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ñWednesdayôs Wordsò 
 

 

Welcome to our new subscribers to the Kaneland KCN.  As a member of the KCN, you will 

receive a weekly newsletter via e-mail.  This newsletter will contain information regarding the 

Kaneland School District.  We welcome any feedback that you may have regarding the KCN. 

 

 

District News 

 

 

Welcome Message From Superintendent McCormick  ï

Welcome to the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Each school 

year brings unique and significant events and challenges, and this 

school year is no exception.   I would like to address just three 

significant aspects of this school year. 

 

The New Middle School.  The major event of this school year is 

the opening of a new middle school, Kaneland Harter Middle 

School (HMS), on a campus separate from the high school.  For 

the first time since Kaneland High School was built and opened 

as a junior-senior high school housing grades 7-12 in 1958, the 

middle school and high school grades will be housed on separate 

campuses.   

 

Harter Middle School is a large and wonderful new facility for our 

students, staff and communities.  It offers rooms and facilities that will superbly support teaching 

and learning for nearly 1,100 middle school (a number that continues to grow).  The construction 

schedule has been very tight and we are indebted to our contractors, maintenance personnel, 

custodial staff, middle school administrators, technology staff, office personnel and Regional 

Office of Education for all of their hard work to get the facility ready and approved to open on 

time.   

 

On behalf of the students, teachers, support staff, administration and Board of Education we 

offer a huge THANK YOU to the community for the gift of this wonderful new school.  We look 

forward to showing the community this wonderful gift at the open house in October. 
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H1N1 Novel Influenza (Swine Flu).  This illness did not disappear since the last school year.  It 

is likely to raise its ugly head again.  In the near future we will provide our parents with 

information we have received from the Kane County Health Department.  This will describe how 

we intend to monitor and respond to the effects of this flu strain this school year.    

 

Kanelandôs Financial Circumstances.   Kaneland faces the same financial circumstances and 

challenges that confront most school districts throughout the state and nation---shrinking or very 

minimally growing revenues and pressures to cut costs.  Decisions will need to be made during 

the 2009-10 school year to address these circumstances.  Many of us have been through this 

process in the past under similar financial circumstances. Since last year the District has installed 

a very detailed multi-year financial management model that will help us be more timely, 

thorough and accurate in our financial estimates.  The Board will receive periodic updates, based 

on this model. 

 

Welcome to the new school year!!! 

 

 

Board  News 

 

 

Board Approves Lowering of Hot Lunch Price - After an audit of the Districtôs food service 

program, the business office was informed that under the federal guidelines for the school food 

service program, the District is not in compliance with the amount of net cash resources we have 

accumulated as a participant in this federally-funded 

program.  The School Food Service Account is required to 

limit its net cash resources to an amount that does not 

exceed three months average expenditures for its nonprofit 

school food service. 

 

It is not necessary to reduce this amount all in one fiscal 

year, but we must show progress in this direction.  Among 

the different options, the District has decided to include 

decreasing the hot lunch price from $2.50 to $2.00.  One 

significant advantage of this recommended change is that 

the hot lunch program is a well-balanced and nutritional 

meal that is in alignment with the Districtôs wellness policy.  

By reducing the price of the hot lunch, students may be encouraged to select a healthier choice 

for their lunch. 

 

This change has been approved by the Board for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 

 

School News 

 

Kaneland Schools Are Back in Session! - It was a rainy first day of school, but that didnôt 

dampen the spirits of Kaneland students and 

staff.  The ribbon cutting ceremony for the new 

Kaneland Harter Middle School went without a 

hitch and the middle school students filed off 

the busses to a beautiful new facility.  

Kindergartners found their way to the 

elementary school classrooms with the help of 

teachers and volunteers, while high school 

students arrived to STEN anxious to see their 

schedules.   

There is nothing quite like the excitement and 

anticipation of a brand new school year! 

 

At Kaneland John Stewart, students anxiously enter the school, while office secretary, Debbie 

Johnson and crossing guard, Linda Smykowski, brings their smiles to a dreary first day. 
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The ribbon was cut, the staff was ready and 

the students arrived safely at the new Harter 

Middle School. 

 

 


