
Enrollment Continues Upward!

We are very pleased with our fall 
enrollment again this year.  We began 
this year with twenty more students 
then at this time last year.  Eleven 
of our current programs increased 
in enrollment with three programs 
having a small decrease.  We began 
the year with 461 students enrolled in 
our fourteen programs.  

New Staff Members Join FVCC

Six new staff members join the Fox 
Valley Career Center team. 

Administrative Assistant – Susan Webb 
became the new administrative 
assistant replacing long time FVCC 
employee Carol Huck.  She has prior 
experience working in the central 
office in district 302.  Sue received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Abilene 
Christian University.

Early Childhood Teacher – Brenda 
Renaud takes over the teaching duties 
in our Early Childhood program.  
Although it is Brenda’s first year as 
a teacher, she has been an assistant 
teacher in this program for many 
years.  Brenda has an Associates 
of Applied Science degree from 
Waubonsee Community College and 
a Bachelors degree from Kendall 
College.

Residential Electrician Teacher – Ed 
Strzepek is our new Residential 
Electrician teacher.  Ed is a former 
FVCC student where he received 
many honors competing in 
SkillsUSA.  Ed is a licensed electrician 
and is owner of Sparky’s Electric.  

Early Childhood Teacher Assistant – 
Katie Hueber was hired as an assistant 
teacher in our Small World Learning 
Center.  She coordinates the activities 
in the infant/toddler room.  Katie 
graduated from Northern Illinois 
University with a Bachelors degree in 
Early Childhood Education.  

Early Childhood Teacher Assistant – 
Sheri Farthing is our morning part 
time assistant teacher in the Small 
World Learning Center.  She works 
in the infant/toddler room caring 
for children from six weeks old to 
two years old.  Sheri’s background 
includes previous experience working 
in a preschool program. 

Health Occupations Clinical Assistant 
– Victoria Butler has joined our 
Health Occupations team as a clinical 
assistant.  She works mornings 
working with students in the 
classroom in addition to supervising 
students in the clinical setting.  
Victoria worked several years as a 
Registered Nurse prior to working for 
FVCC.

A Message from the Director
by Larry Imel, FVCC Director
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Thank goodness times are changing 
in regard to career and technical 
education.  Students and parents 
alike realize that there are just some 
careers that are going to require 
additional training beyond high 
school in order for the student to 
achieve success.  The training may be 
obtained at college, at a trade school, 
through a local union, or even on the 
job.  

Throughout the past 5 years, students 
who have been in the computer 
technology courses here with me (Ms. 
Schwein) have gone on to a variety of 
schools.  I keep track of those students 
and am pleased to see that nearly 
100% of my graduates attend college 
after high school.  In the world of 
computer technology, college isn’t 
a must, but it sure helps students 
get those IT jobs that they really 
want to have.  Starting out in repair 
is OK, but moving into networking, 
security, computer forensics, web 
development, game design & 
development, and management is 
going to require some college.

Southern Illinois University at 
Edwardsville, Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale, Bradley, 
St. Ambrose, Aurora University, 
DePaul, Western Illinois University, 
Waubonsee Community College, 
Northern Illinois University, DeVry, 
Purdue, and Illinois Institute of 
Technology are just a sampling of the 
schools that the computer technology 
graduates from FVCC are currently 
attending. 

IT Career:  College 
or Trade School
by Anna Schwein, Computer 
TechnologiesTeacher

Welding
by Gene Heinsohn, Welding Teacher

The Fox Valley Career Center welding 
program has enjoyed a good start of 
the ’07 – ’08 school year.  Both of the 
classes are near capacity, including 
the return of ten second year students.  
First year students are busy learning 
the art of stick arc welding, and will be 
introduced to MIG and TIG in just a 
few weeks.  Two significant additions 

to the shop have been the machine 
lathe which was transferred in from 
Kaneland maintenance department, 
and a new Lincoln 115volt MIG welder.  

The lathe is now matched with the 
mill we got from the maintenance 
department last year to give us a 
workable introduction to machining.  

Check us out at...
www.foxvalleycc.org




