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Disagreeing Without Being

Disagreeable

Several years ago, Senator John Stennis was re-
turning home from the Capitol when he was
robbed at gunpoint. Even though he didn’t re-
sist, the senator was shot twice by his assailants
in both the leg and the stomach. Surgeons at
Walter Reed Medical Center labored for more
than six hours to treat the wounds and save his
life.

That same evening Senator Mark Hatfield heard
of the shooting on his car radio while driving
home. Even though the two men were on oppo-
site ends of the political spectrum and often dis-
agreed on the floor of the Senate, Hatfield im-
mediately drove to the hospital. Once he arrived
at the hospital he quickly discerned that the
switchboard staff was overwhelmed by the
sheer volume of calls from Stennis’ family,
friends, fellow senators, and reporters. Hatfield
told the operator that he knew how to work the
switchboard and offered to help. He stayed and
answered phones until daylight when the call
volume died down to normal. Hatfield then intro-
duced himself to the staff and is quoted as hav-
ing said, “Happy to help out on behalf of a man |
deeply respect.”

Senator Hatfield modeled an important life les-
son for all of us, the principle that it is possible to
disagree even vehemently with someone with-
out being disagreeable. Senators Stennis and
Hatfield held deep philosophical differences
about the proper role of government in society.
However, they had learned to respect one an-
other as people. That respect made all of the

2010
difference in the crucible of a difficult time.

As we struggle with making difficult budgetary
decisions in the coming months, may we treat
those with opposing viewpoints with the dig-
nity and respect exhibited by Senator Hatfield.
Good people will often disagree with one an-
other about which approaches will be the most
effective and least damaging as we struggle to
balance our budget. Hopefully we can all as-
sume pure intentions and disagree without be-
ing disagreeable.

Rick Burchell, Principal
Harter Middle School




~ 6th Grade ~
6 Blue Team News:

Wickness’ Social Studies Students in the Wicknesian
Empire will be delving into the gore and cruelty of
the Roman Empire. We will be discussing things
such as military strategies, gladiatorial games, cruel
emperors, amazing architectural achievements,
overpopulation and its effects, The Coliseum and its
happenings, and much, much more. During ISAT
week, we will be watching Ben Hur and writing a
narrative essay based on a character from the
movie. The movie chronicles the hardships of the
Jewish people living in the eastern part of the Ro-
man Empire. After Rome, we move on to the Byzan-
tine Empire and introduce students to Islam and its
practices. There we will investigate Muhammad and
compare and contrast the “Big 3”, Christianity, Juda-
ism, and Islam. Students will be surprised to see
that the roots of these three religions are all closely
connected. It should be a fun-filled, action-packed
end to the quarter, with of course dendrite expan-
sion occurring on a daily basis!

Trembley’s Science Blue, blue ... blue “suede” Sci-
ence

The students have been going WAY OUT to learn
about space! They were able to choose a topic that
interested them and present it to the class. Just as
the topics were diverse, so were the modes of pres-
entation. We had many well done Power Points as
well as posters, essays, and brochures. The presen-
tations are on display outside Mrs. Trembley’s room.
Our next area of study will be the Sun and Earth.
After ISAT testing we will begin learning about
weather and other natural disasters.

Ritchie/Countryman’s Language Arts and Communi-
cation Skills

In language arts on 6-blue, students have been
working very hard on the writing process and have
written many drafts of paragraphs. The focus began
with topic sentences and has progressed well into
essay writing. The teachers have seen huge gains in
the quality of the students' writing, as well as in the
amount of details in their writing. Essay writing will
continue through the beginning of March. Comma

instruction has also been woven into the writing
process, as well as written responses to independ-
ent reading materials.

Ritchie’s Challenge LA  In Challenge language
arts, students have been working diligently on build-
ing up their vocabulary through the Word Masters
competition and through weekly word lists. The stu-
dents have been finding these new words every-
where! This vocabulary work has also included pre-
fixes, suffixes, word forms, parts of speech, usage,
and presentations on individual words. A project
titled "Doodle Splash" was recently completed,
where students expressed the literary elements of
short stories through symbols and pictures and then
presented them as a whole group. Team work was
evident and class discussion addressed themes
within literary works. Students will complete essay
writing tasks to conclude the month of February and
stretch into the first week in March.

All Blue Math This quarter, all of the students on
the 6-blue team have been working on ratio and
proportion in math, as well as probability. They have
been learning many new concepts, exploring and
conducting experiments with types of probability,
and all have been doing very well!

6" Red Team News:

Bower’s Social Studies We have finished up the unit
on Ancient Greece and are now exploring the Ro-
man Republic and Roman Empire. The students will
see how the Romans used many of the Greek ideas
of democracy and put their own spin on it. Many of
our government ideas, terms etc have come from
the Greeks and Romans.

Also, the students will see that the Romans
came up with many inventions of their own. Some
of the engineering feats were in the field of architec-
ture. Also, their elaborate system of roads and ag-
ueducts will be looked at.

Richardson’s Science We are off to a stellar begin-
ning to the third quarter! We have delved into the
great unknown beyond our planet. The astronomy




power point presentations created by your children
were truly “Out of this World!” We will continue on
in our exploration of space for a few more weeks.

Our next unit will be one that we all experi-
ence every day, “weather” we like it or not! Be on
the lookout for weather related homework and pro-
jects. One especially important topic will be tornado
safety!

Landis’ Challenge LA  Mrs. Landis’s challenge LA
class has just completed writing wonderful Young
Author Books. There was a variety of genres written
including: mystery, fantasy, realistic fiction, and his-
torical fiction. Themes ranged from The Price of
Freedom to Growing Up to Adjusting to New Envi-
ronments. The books will be judged locally and
then the winners will be entered into the state com-
petition. The students are now working on a mythol-
ogy unit which ties to the Social Studies units on an-
cient Greece and Rome. They are also working on
their second group of word master words. The stu-
dents are having a class competition to find the 25
words in various places in their everyday lives. They
have found the words in over 100 locations from
math classes to conversations with their parents, to
radio talk shows, and in novels they are reading.

Landis’ Math Ms. Ashley Ubik, a student teacher
from lllinois State University, is working with Mrs.
Landis in her 3 math classes. She is gradually taking
over more and more of the instructional duties of
each group. A geometry unit was just successfully
completed, and ratios and proportions are now be-
ing taught. Ms. Ubik will be with us through the first
week in May.

Rogers’ Math Over the past few weeks, students
used geometric properties to classify familiar
shapes. This information allowed students to deter-
mine congruence and similarities between two di-
mensional figures. Recently, students are solving
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and two step
equations. These equations will then be used to
complete and graph functions from function tables.
In addition, all students are preparing for ISATs by
practicing and reviewing math skills.

Bradbury/Roger’s Language Arts and Communica-

tion Skills Red Team language arts students are
reading and writing! Over the past month, some
students analyzed different fables, myths, and folk-
tales to come up with similarities and differences
among these types of folklore. After coming up
with major components of the genre, students then
began to create an original piece that proved their
knowledge of the genre. Meanwhile, other stu-
dents are busy trying out their detective skills as
they attempt to untangle and solve the mystery of
The Westing Game written by Ellen Raskin. This
novel is part mystery story, part play-along game
and part do-it-yourself puzzle. In addition, some
student detectives are trying to break the case in
the novel The Case of the Case of Mistaken Identity
written by Mac Barnett. Within these novel studies,
students are focusing on reading comprehension,
critical thinking, problem solving, logical analysis,
vocabulary, and creative writing and thinking. Non-
fiction is also the hot genre this term. Many stu-
dents learned about and read a variety of non-
fiction selections earlier in the term while others are
just tackling these selections. Within this genre, stu-
dents are using their inferring skills to come up with
character traits.

In communication skills, students are wrap-
ping up a persuasive writing unit. Classes are also
concentrating on spelling, punctuation and parts of
speech. In addition, all students are preparing for
ISATs by practicing and reviewing types of writing,
reading strategies, vocabulary skills, literary ele-
ments, reading skills, study skills and responding to
literature through writing. We look forward to a
busy term with writing realistic fiction short stories
as well. As students write short fiction, they will
also read it. Students will read as insiders, learning
techniques for writing fiction from their favorite au-
thors. Look for lots of reading and writing still to
come!




6 White Team News:

Villalobos’/Good’s Language Arts and Communica-
tion Skills We are wrapping up our novel study on
The Wright 3. The mystery is solved and projects were
due on February 19™. We are now moving into some
ISAT practice and ending our paper bag book talks on
March 12",

In communication skills, we just finished our unit on
persuasive writing and moving into narrative essay
writing. I’m sure some parents heard some argu-
ments for why your child should earn an allowance or
get a pet with some great evidence to back up their
argument! We will also be reviewing some grammar
skills, homonyms, and starting a career unit in March.

Lanthrum’s Social Studies The White Team Social
Studies classes ventured through Ancient Greece with
the study of art, philosophers, and democracy. Mr.
Tom Bridge shared pictures of his recent trip to
Greece, looking at the ruins of our ancient study. We
followed the quest of Alexander the Great, as he con-
quered Egypt and the Persians, creating the greatest
empire at that time. Our adventure itinerary now
takes us to Ancient Rome, where we will study the
Roman Republic and the Roman Empire. We'll try to
pick up a few Latin phrases along the way and take a
look at the city of Pompeii, a treasure trove of Roman
life at that time.

Boltz’ Science In science this quarter, students and
| have explored the various aspects of our uni-
verse. We have investigated the life of a star as well
as identifying our neighboring galaxies. We have also
paid close attention to the current NASA shuttle mis-
sion, while exploring our own solar system. | even
have a group of students who have created a model
of the solar system to illustrate the size of the planets
and moon compared to the size of the sun. Students
are going to be given the opportunity learn about how
space exploration has evolved throughout the past 50
years by completing a webquest next week! Through-
out ISAT week we are going watch Apollo 13 to em-
phasize team work and critical thinking skills. My stu-
dent teacher, Mr. Hames, will start a 5 week weather
unit immediately following ISAT testing!!

Marcellis Math  Over the last several weeks 6W
math students saw plenty of fraction action as they
reviewed fraction fundamentals and learned to mul-
tiply and divide fractions and mixed numbers. In
this unit students also explored sequences, includ-
ing the Fibonacci sequence. This sequence is a key
element in solving the mystery in their language arts
book, The Wright 3, and has connections to the ar-
chitecture of ancient Greece. Speaking of ancient
Greece, students also learned about the extensive
contributions of Greek mathematicians such as Py-
thagoras, Euclid, Archimedes, and Hypatia. Next
was a brief unit on probability where students
learned about simple and independent events and
explored theoretical vs. experimental probability
using a simulator program on a graphing calculator.
6W students have just begun a unit on geometry
and are busy preparing for the fast-approaching
ISATs. For math ISAT practice online visit http://
metacat2.com/iltestlinks.html and select “6 - 2010
ISAT Math Sample Questions”. During ISATs
(March 2-5) students are asked to bring a calculator
from home if possible since we do not have enough
to provide one for each student. In the coming
weeks students will be wrapping up their unit on
geometry and will be exploring operations with inte-
gers and solving algebraic equations.

Marcellis’ Accelerated Math  Over the last several
weeks the 6" grade accelerated math students com-
pleted a unit on fractions including foundations, re-
lationships among fractions, decimals, and percents,
and all operations with fractions.  Students then
moved on to study probability. This unit included
simple events, experimental vs. theoretical probabil-
ity, independent vs. dependent events, and factori-
als, combinations, and permutations. During the
unit students learned how to run probability simula-
tions on a graphing calculator to generate experi-
mental data and attempted to build as many five tall
two-color cube towers as possible and provide
mathematical proof they had arrived at the correct
answer. Students also learned about Pascal’s contri-
butions and explored patterns in Pascal’s triangle.
Accelerated math students have also been prepar-
ing for the fast-approaching ISATs. For math ISAT
practice online visit
http://metacat2.com/iltestlinks.html and select “6 -
2010 ISAT Math Sample Questions”. During ISATs
(March 2-5) students are asked to bring a calculator
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from home if possible since we do not have enough to
provide one for each student. In the coming weeks
students will be studying ratios, proportions, and
practical applications of percent.

~7 White ~

Science - Mrs. Richards

The students worked very hard and did a wonderful
job constructing their dinosaurs and the biomes in
which they lived. Along with this unit, we studied the
Geologic Time Scale, taking a close look at Pangaea.
Students made replicas of Pangaea, studied the break-
up of Pangaea, and made a hypothesis of what the
land formations would look like millions of years from
now. The students are currently studying the cell the-
ory and the cell process. The students are currently in
the preparation stage of constructing their own cells.

Math — Mrs. Wilson

We are also practicing writing about math in prepara-
tion for the ISAT tests in March. Extended Response
problems have been assigned each week as an assign-
ment, but extra credit is available for turning it in
early! We will also be brushing up on some topics that
we may have forgotten or just haven't used in a while,
so look for some practice problems to start coming
home. With ISAT tests right around the corner, we are
asking each student to bring in a calculator for the
tests. While some calculators will be available, the
quantity is limited, so the only way to be guaranteed a
calculator on these important tests is to bring your
own! Calculators that perform basic functions seem
to be the easiest to use on the ISAT tests.

We have finished up talking about graphing, and we
are now working with everyone's favorite subject:
fractions! We will spend most of third quarter work-
ing with fractions, and we will use our knowledge of
fractions to begin working with ratios and propor-
tions!

Communication Skills — Mrs. Wilson

We are finding it difficult to keep our minds from

dreaming of far off places, especially with spring
break right around the corner, so we have written
letters to request information to various cit-
ies. Once we get the information, we will write a
persuasive essay to encourage families to visit these
places. It's a good thing that we will be working
with adjectives to help describe how wonderful
those cities are!

We will also begin working on a compare and con-
trast essay about a famous person who shares the
same birthday. We will compare and contrast per-
sonality traits and various other things about our-
selves. | can hardly wait to read them to find out
more about each student!

We have also finished working with prefixes and
suffixes. We even made an Affix Superhero, be-
cause affixes are the superhero of our vocabu-
lary. The students have created some very crea-
tive superheroes!

Literature /| Comm. Skills - Mrs. Fox

Mr. Dailing, an Aurora University post-baccalaureate
student, will be working with Mrs. Fox’s Literature
and Communication Skills students throughout
Spring Semester. Welcome, Mr. D!

Cole Matthews, the main character in the novel
Touching Spirit Bear, faces seemingly insurmount-
able challenges as he endures banishment on a re-
mote Alaskan island. However, the personal strug-
gles which Cole must face are far greater and much
more challenging than even the cruelest Alaskan
winter day. Mrs. Fox’s literature students are capti-
vated by Cole’s personal struggles and his self-
transformation in Touching Spirit Bear, a novel by
Ben Mikaelsen. During their reading, students are
also reviewing the elements of conflict, theme, plot,
and characterization.

Communication Skills students are finishing up their
second five-paragraph essay, this time in a compari-
son/contrast format. Students analyzed the similari-
ties and differences between two self-selected top-




ics. In writing the essay, students reviewed thesis
statements and transitional phrases between body
paragraphs.

Literature — Mr. Bellino and Mrs. Richards

This quarter the students read Mark Twain’s American
classic, The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. The students
are currently creating a nineteenth-century newspa-
per, with features that detail the Women’s Rights
Movement, Lincoln’s election, sports of the era, a rec-
ipe page, men’s and women’s fashion pages, and ad-
vertisements.

History — Mr. Bellino

We have discussed America’s role in becoming a world
power. We will look at WWI and examine the causes
and effects on US involvement. We are currently fo-
cusing on the economic impact at home in the early
1900’s. That will lead us into the Great Depression
where we will look at causes, effects, and actions
taken during the Depression. This will give us a great
opportunity to link past events to present day is-
sues. And of course, we will get to take an in-depth
look at Franklin Roosevelt, our longest serving presi-
dent! As always, we will continue to work on note
taking practice, methods, and skills

~7 Blue~

At the conclusion of quarter two, students were se-
lected to receive awards for their success in the class-
room as well as their display of character amongst
their peers. The following students were recognized
during our 7 Blue Team Day, receiving $5 gift cards to
Borders.

Student of the Term:
Math- Ethan Sommers
Science- Gage Webb
History- Mitch Reger
Communication Skills- Kayla Norrell

Literature- Jim Fell

Character Counts Awards:
Responsibility- Anna Senese
Respect- Matt Lyons
Trustworthiness- Jon Mills
Citizenship- Madison Taylor
Fairness- Regina Saucedo

Caring- CJ Wehrmann

Science:

In the Seventh Grade classes they have completed
our travel through time. Currently they are learning
about the plant and animal cell parts/functions and
microscopes. The students will be using the micro-
scope to identify various one celled organisms. In
the next few weeks we will begin to review scien-
tific concepts that all students should know.

History:

In Mr. Gannon’s History classes, we ended the 2™
quarter looking at progressive reforms of the late
19" and early 20™ centuries that brought about
changes for women, the government, and big busi-
ness. The 3™ quarter began with our study of over-
seas expansion and the influence of the U.S. around
the world. Mr. Brummel took over the class when
we started learning about World War I. We will fol-
low up WWI with our study of ‘The Jazz Age’ or, as it
is also known, “The Roaring Twenties”. After the
highs of the Jazz Age, we will look at the lows of
The Depression and FDR. This time period holds
many similarities to our present day and can be a
great source for many current event discussions.
We hope to study World War 11, Chapter 26, by the
end of the 3 quarter. The chapter is filled with an
abundance of material and is the most extensive of
all the chapters. This is an important time in our na-
tion’s history and lays the foundation for modern
America as we know it today. The 4™ quarter will
begin with learning about the Cold War and the
1950s. Mr. Gannon will be taking the class back
from Mr. Brummel at this time.




Math:

Mrs. Huettemann’s math class successfully com-
pleted their unit on Algebra. Students have mas-
tered solving one-step equations and their integer
rules. We worked on solving inequalities, using func-
tion tables, and slopes during this chapter. Students
were even taught an 8" grade lesson on using slope
-intercept form of linear equations. At the conclu-
sion of our Algebra unit we skipped ahead a little in
the book to Chapter 7 and began our Ratio, Rate,
and Proportion Unit. This chapter will be split in half
by ISAT’s so students will be comparing prices of
three local grocery stores as soon as the tests are
complete. The quarter will conclude with us shop-
ping using sales tax and discount and computing
simple interest.

Student’s in Mrs. Huettemann and Mrs. Nesci’s co-
taught class have been drilling our integer rules. We
have been working on reviewing how to add, sub-
tract, multiply, and divide positive and negative
numbers. We will be moving on to solving one-step
equations as soon as ISAT’s are complete. We are
still continuing to work hard on drilling our basic
skills by doing A Plus Math weekly.

Comm Skills and Literature:

The students in Mrs. Schertzer's Language Arts’
classes survived The Hunger Games novel and
seemed to really enjoy the story, while Mrs. Cyr's
students read Touching Spirit Bear. We also read the
teleplay Brian’s Song and the students produced
wonderful sports shows. After ISATs students in
Mrs. Schertzer's classes will study Touching Spirit
Bear with Mrs. Cyr for a few weeks, and Mrs.
Schertzer will work with Mrs. Cyr’s class on The Hun-
ger Games. For the remainder of 2™ quarter and
flowing into 3™ we will continue to practice various
reading strategies and responding to the text
through novels and short stories.

In Communication Skills classes, students have been
writing essays. They also have learned how to write
compare/contrast paragraphs. We are currently
working on organization in writing and how to or-
ganize answers based on different types of ques-
tions and prompts. We also studied verbs and their
place in grammar society. As the weeks progress
students will be writing persuasive pieces and giving
speeches.

In Mrs. Schertzer’s 8" period language arts, the stu-
dents are continuing to work on the “Student Survival
Guides” based on the grant proposal funded by the
Kaneland Foundation. By third quarter students
should be presenting the finished products to the 6"
grade class. Then we will move on to persuasive writ-
ing and speeches as well.

In Mrs. Cyr’s 8" period Language Arts class, the stu-
dents will be working in small groups and learning re-
ciprocal teaching after ISATs testing. The groups will
work self-directed to complete a novel with 3 to 4
other students.

~7 Red~

This quarter in math class, Miss Menzel has been
teaching students all about operations with fractions
and mixed numbers. We also have learned some be-
ginning Algebra properties through solving equa-
tions. Right now, we are also focusing on test-taking
strategies while preparing for the ISAT in
March. Please remind your student to bring their cal-
culators for class, because we want them to be com-
fortable using one on the test. Keep checking Kon-
nect for daily assignments and updated grades!

In History class, we’ve begun to experience the early
20" Century: World War |, the Roaring Twenties, and
the Depression. These were pivotal years in America’s
growth as a superpower. Your seventh
grader will write a World War One soldier’s diary,
dance the Charleston, and create a new breakfast ce-
real while exploring our nation’s history. Fourth quar-
ter brings much more change and questioning to
America’s history: World War I, the Cold War, Civil
Rights Movement, and the Vietnam War.

The Challenge Language Arts class has just finished
their third novel of the year, A Separate Peace. Along
with finishing their third novel, students also success-
fully completed a persuasive essay in which they
chose a character from the novel and used examples
from the text to support why they believed that par-
ticular character could be a positive or negative influ-
ence as a friend. Our next unit of study will involve
reading The Diary of Anne Frank (the play) and eventu-
ally moving on to the novel Night. We will also con-
tinue to work on the writing process and refine our
writing skills.




In Mrs. Cuenot’s Language Arts classes, students
recently finished reading the dramatic play Brian’s
Song. As a culminating activity, students put on a
sports talk show that they wrote and directed for
their peers. Over the next few weeks, we will ex-
plore Lois Lowry’s The Giver, a poignant novel about
a perfect world in which fear, pain, hunger, illness,
conflict, and hatred have all been abolished.

In Mrs. Cuenot’s Communication Skills class, stu-
dents just finished a persuasive writing unit. We
studied the many different types of persuasion, in-
cluding written proposals, letters of complaint, per-
suasive brochures, advertising, and even movie re-
views. Students finished this unit by writing a per-
suasive essay. During the next few weeks, we will
begin our eagerly-awaited unit on public speaking!

In Science, we have finished with the Dinosaur Pro-
ject. We are now studying the cell & how the micro-
scope helped in its discovery.

In Ms. Barry’s Language Arts classes, we are cur-
rently wrapping up the novel Life As We Knew It and
reviewing for ISAT’s. Keep your eyes open for our
final project- a Life As We Knew It happy meal bag!

In Ms. Barry’s Communication Skills classes, we are
working on persuasion- essays, skits, advertise-
ments, etc. Students came up with some great com-
mercials as well! Through persuasion, we are able to
see that things aren't always so black and
white. We are learning to look at things from both
sides and form our opinions from research and ask-
ing good questions. It has certainly been an eye-
opening experience and also a lot of fun!

~8 Blue~

In Mrs. Reeder's Math Classes we are wrapping up
our study on Geometry. We have taken the Chapter
6 Test which covered different types of angles, tri-
angles, and quadrilaterals. We are currently work-
ing our way through Chapter 7 which covers area,
circumference, volume, and surface area. The Chap-
ter 7 Test is tentatively scheduled for February

25th. We have also begun to prepare for the ISAT
Tests which start on March 2nd.

As most of you know by now, | am expecting our first
child at the beginning of March. When “Baby Reeder”
arrives, | will be taking some time off of work, and
Mrs. Judy Bridge will be my substitute teacher. Mrs.
Bridge is a retired Kaneland Middle School Math
Teacher who currently substitutes in our building sev-
eral days a week. Mrs. Bridge is a great math teacher
who will do a wonderful job teaching the 8 Blue
Team while | am on my maternity leave.

Once the baby arrives, Mrs. Bridge will be here full-

time, and will be taking over all of my responsibili-
ties. Should you have a question/concern while | am
gone, please don’t hesitate to contact her
at judith.bridge@kaneland.org or 630-466-8400
X77710.

In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel free
to contact me at patricia.reeder(@kaneland.org or 630
-466-8400 x77710.

American Government/Economics:

We continue to chug-chug-chug away at the Constitu-
tion and the branches of government as well as cover-
ing current political events and our government's in-
volvement around the world. As much as possible (I
try daily) we also cover some aspects of Economics
and often discuss our current somewhat dire situa-
tion.

During Language Arts classes, students are enjoying a
trip to Florida inside the covers of Edward Bloor’s Tan-
gerine. We are examining themes of family and social
dynamics and branching into respecting oneself and
establishing a role in a community. Students will be
developing maps and PR brochures of the town as a
creative response to the literature.

In Communication Skills, we are working to make the
world a better place. We are researching problems in
our society and proposing solutions in the form of per-
suasive essays.

In science, students are finishing up the Interactions
of Matter book early next week and we will begin cov-
ering the systems of the human body. The Human
Body book will take us through mid-April and then will
start learning all about water!



mailto:judy.bridge@kaneland.org
mailto:patricia.reeder@kaneland.org

~8 Red~

3rd quarter is zooming by and high school is right
around the corner!

Students had the opportunity to visit the Fox Valley
Career Center and Kaneland High School on February
8th. Students learned that many of the courses that
can be taken through Fox Valley are beneficial to not
only life skills, but college degree options too. As your
student begins their registration for high school,
please encourage them to consider these courses as
elective options.

Kaneland High School Peer Leaders joined us on Feb-
ruary 16th to follow-up with advice and answer ques-
tions that our students may have about their fresh-
man transition experience. If you or your child has any
additional questions or concerns about registration
please contact the student services department at
KHS.

Math- Ms. Anderson

The regular math classes are studying two chapters of
geometry. The study includes triangles and quadrilat-
erals. We learn about special angle relations. In addi-
tion, we are covering volumes and areas. The stu-
dents will do some work on ISAT preparation.

Science-Ms. Paskus

What a whirlwind it has been for our science students.
We have completed a basic chemistry unit and have
moved into the more complicated ideas of chemistry.
Most of our students have learned that they need to
study a bit more in order to understand the concepts
of lons, Bonding and now Chemical Equations. We will
complete our mini unit on chemical equations next
week before we take the ISAT's. Our next unit is the
Human and Body and its Systems. This unit is always a
lot of fun with lots of gross out moments and interest-
ing facts about the human body and its functions. The
Human Body unit also has a lot of vocabulary and stu-
dents will be making many note cards in order to keep
it all clear in their heads. Let's keep up the hard work
and keep moving forward!

Language Arts — Mrs. Mills & Mrs. Pattermann

We wrapped up 2009 with a reader’s theater of A
Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens. This classic
novel was a great introduction into a vocabulary
study focusing on word bases, prefixes, and suf-
fixes. In Mrs. Mills’ literature classes, we completed
our adventure book clubs with spectacular final
group projects. Students will be reflecting on their
readings using Edmodo; this is an educational net-
work where students and teachers can communi-
cate with one another. In Mrs. Pattermann’s litera-
ture classes, we began 2010 in small groups with
revolutionary war novels. These books were a great
way to get the students reading again after their
long break. Currently, as a whole group, we are
reading Tangerine by Edward Bloor. The author
does a great job with flashback and symbolism. This
novel is also used to teach conflict, tone, stereo-
types, and characterization.

Communication Skills = Mrs. Mills & Mrs. Patter-
mann

Thank you to all of you that attended Heritage
Night. The evening was an overwhelming success
and we are working on ways to make the traffic
smoother next year. The student responses were
positive; these projects helped them gain a deeper
understanding of their families. In communication
skills, students finished 2009 writing letters for vari-
ous purposes including personal and business. Next,
we began our persuasive unit. Students are learning
about different forms of persuasion. As a result,
students are writing on a persuasive topic of their
choice. Students are also developing a better under-
standing of words and their meanings, recognizing
relationships between different groups of words,
and applying complex vocabulary to everyday situa-
tions. Meanwhile, in the upcoming weeks, students
will prepare for ISAT’s, begin promoting and adver-
tising their bills which will be created in Civics, and
begin a poetry unit.

Civics- Mr. Hogan

We are discussing how the federal legislature is
structured, what its essential components are and
how it operates. Included in this is an activity in
which we discuss the differences between liberals




and conservatives and then the students take a survey
which indicates which political philosophy they tend
to lean towards. Also in this section, we will be doing
a bill writing project in which students will be required
to identify a problem which affects the national, come
up with a solution and write a legislative bill that can
be submitted to Congress.

~8 White~
White Team Quest

Students enjoyed their field trip to Fox Valley Career
Center on February 10". Thank goodness the weather
held out for us to be able to attend. Students learned
that many of the courses that can be taken through
Fox Valley are beneficial to not only life skills, but col-
lege degree options too. As your student begins their
registration for high school, please encourage them to
consider these courses as elective options.

Eighth Grade White Team Language Arts

The White Team Language Arts classes have been
reading Tangerine by Edward Bloor. In the novel Paul,
the main character, deals with his own struggle to un-
derstand how he became legally blind and why he is
afraid of his brother, Eric. The book has subplots
throughout the novel that weave into developing
Paul’s dynamic character. Students will have a culmi-
nating project that will vary per literature teacher.
After Tangerine, the literature classes will be reading
short stories, poems, and either participate in a litera-
ture circle or a read aloud novel—reading will vary per
literature teacher.

Communication skills classes have spent time under-
standing persuasion through advertising and writing a
problem solution essay. Students will have the oppor-
tunity to capitalize on their persuasive techniques as
we participate in an interdisciplinary unit with civics.
Students will write a speech, create a brochure and
persuasive commercial for the bill that they proposed
through civics. This project will have group and indi-
vidual components to it. In April, we will be writing
poetry and preparing for the Poetry Day Café towards
the end of the month.

As ISAT week approaches, students will have vari-
ous reviews of skills learned throughout the year.
Please support your student the first week of March
by encouraging early bed times and eating nutri-
tiously. Our students are capable of showing what
they know through this annual testing!

Science—We are just about to wrap up our Interac-
tions of Matter/Chemistry unit in science. Our next
unit will be on the Human Body Systems. We will be
learning about cellular organization, homeostasis,
and how they relate to all of the different systems
of the body. We will also tie in chemistry from our
last unit to the chemical processes that take place in
our bodies. This unit will continue into the begin-
ning of 4 term.

Just a reminder, your student needs to continue to
maintain their daily work, labs and notes in their sci-
ence notebook throughout the year. Periodically,
ask to see the condition of your student’s science
notebook. If it is falling apart or has very few re-
maining pages, they may be in need of a new one.
Also, our Holt science books can be seen online at
http://my.hrw.com. This is useful if your student
ever forgets their book at school. To access the sci-
ence textbooks, please use the following: Login :
sciencekms and password: science

Civics—Some exciting things have been happening
in Mr. McCormick’s Civics classes. To wrap up our
unit on Creating the Constitution, students formed a
group and worked during Quest time creating their
own aged documents. These are on display in the
White Team hallway, if anyone feels like taking a bit
of a walk.

We completed a unit on Congress- The Legislative
Branch, and have since moved into our next pro-
ject—writing bills to solve a local, state, or commu-
nity issue. Students will research their topics thor-
oughly, and craft a persuasive bill to present to their
class. This project will be an IDU with our Communi-
cation Skills classes, as students will utilize and dem-
onstrate advertising techniques in their bill presen-
tations. From there, it’s on to committee work,
where we’ll see if any bills make it out alive...
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In Math we started the quarter by working on propor-
tions, unit rates, and indirect measurements. Your
child should be able to compute the height of any tall
tree or pole you have in your yard and find the unit
rate of any products in the store to see which the bet-
ter deal is.

We are now working on our geometry unit. In chap-
ter 6 we learned about special right triangles and find-
ing missing measures of and classifying triangles and
quadrilaterals. In chapter 7 we are working with area,
volume, and surface area.

Another reminder—please make sure your child has
enough school supplies. | am finding a lot of students
asking to borrow a writing utensil or paper. Also,
please make sure your child has a scientific calculator.
We use the Texas Instruments TI-30xlIs. It is about $12
-13 from Wal-mart or Target. Due to the fact that sev-
eral of my class calculators have “walked off,” there
will no longer be calculators for your child to use in
class.

~Fine Arts Festival~

Join us Sunday, April 18" for the Kaneland Community
Fine Arts Festival, held at Kaneland High School. The
event will feature a wide variety of professional visual
and performing artists from the Chicagoland area and
beyond. Visual artists will begin showing their work at
11am. Beginning at noon, the festival features three
professional performances in the auditorium, as well
as the opportunity to view the artwork and meet any
of the approximately 10 visual artists. This year, some
special highlights include performances by Prairie
Echos, a 25 member female a cappella group. NIU
Steel Band and Ballet Folklorica, a Mexican Folk Danc-
ing ensemble will also perform.

The event, which is one of the few professional art
festivals in this area that does not charge admission
fees, will also include several free workshops for stu-
dents. This year an early childhood area for both arts
and crafts and Kinder-music will be offered. Selected
Kaneland student art work will be on display from stu-
dents of all grade levels and schools. Kaneland High
School Art Club will also offer face painting. For more
information, visit the festival’s link on the district web-
site at www.kaneland.org

The Kaneland Community Fine Arts Festival will be
producing a musical for the last performance in its
Inaugural Season of the Festival Performance Se-
ries. The KCFAF is pleased to invite any interested
person, ages 8 and older, to audition to be in
the Kaneland Community Summer Theatre produc-
tion of "The Music Man," directed by Diane McFar-
lin. Auditions will be held on Wednesday, May 19,
2010 at 6:30 pm and Friday, May 21, 2010 at 6:30 pm
for all participants 13 years and older. Auditions for
participants 8 years to 12 years will be held on Satur-
day, May 22, 2010 at 9:00 am. Callbacks will be
posted by 11:30 am on Saturday, May 22nd for those
participants being callback from the 9:00 am audi-
tion. Participants from the Wednesday and Friday
auditions will receive a call from the stage man-
ager. Callbacks will begin promptly at noon on Satur-
day, May 22, 2010. Please visit the KCFAF website for
a complete schedule and audition information and
requirements. www.kanelandartsfestival.org Ques-
tions can be directed to Diane McFarlin at 630-365-
5100, ext. 208 or diane.mcfarlin@kaneland.org.

~Library News~

This is a busy month and March will be busy as well.
We are celebrating Read Across America the entire
month of February. Students in all grade levels are
participating in a race to complete a grade team puz-
zle in the library. Each book read this month qualifies
for a piece of the puzzle. The first grade to complete
their puzzle wins a prize. Students also have the op-
portunity to participate in a book swap. To partici-
pate, students just bring in gently used books of mid-
dle school level. Each book earns a coupon to be
spent on 2/25 on a “new” book from the book swap
cart. Sixth grade students are anticipating a visit with
Roderick Gordon and Brian Williams, author of the
Tunnels series, on Monday, February 22. Students
from the 8" grade Challenge Language Arts class will
present a radio drama in the library on February 24.
Many classes have already signed up to see the
drama. In March, students will have an opportunity to
sign up to participate in an after school murder mys-
tery activity in the library. Students should be watch-
ing and listening for details about this fun activity.
Also in March we will be hosting another Anderson’s
Book Fair in the library. Book fair provides us with
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funds to purchase new books for the library. Volun-
teers are still needed to help cover book fair sale
times. During book fair week, the library will be host-
ing author Sally Walker on Tuesday, March 23. She will
be presenting to each grade level for one class period.
Ms. Walker is the author of several science/
archaeological books for young people. She will dis-
cuss the forensics involved in unearthing archaeologi-
cal digs and relate her own first hand experiences
while writing her most recent book, Written in Bone.
This presentation is presented with funds from the
Kaneland Foundation in conjunction with the Science
Family Fun Night.

~School Improvement Plan Update~

As you know, each year we create a School Improve-
ment Plan (SIP) with three goals for the entire build-
ing. The SIP team meets quarterly to monitor pro-
gress and provide staff with feedback on how effec-
tively we are implementing the plan. In late January,
the team met and provided the faculty with the fol-
lowing feedback:

Our first goal this year is focused on vertically aligning
our curriculum so that there is a logical flow from
grade to grade with no gaps or overlap in content cov-
ered. Additionally, each curricular area will have iden-
tified the key parts of the curriculum that are neces-
sary for success at the next level and will have created
common local assessments that focus on those key
curricular elements. These assessments should be
designed to provide the teachers with information
necessary to modify instruction to ensure that the stu-
dents are properly prepared for the next year. We
have made great progress on curricular alignment and
the creation of local assessments. This goal will be
accomplished by the end of this school year.

Our second goal involved successfully implementing
what is known as Tier 2 Reading Interventions for our
struggling readers. All of our students have been
given a basic universal reading screener. This helped
us identify students with possible reading difficulties.
Next those students’ records were checked to see if
there had been any history of reading problems noted
in past school years. The students’ current teachers
were also asked for their feedback on how the stu-
dent was performing so far this year.

As a result of this process a number of our students
have been placed with a reading interventionist dur-
ing Quest. The interventionist is working with them on
issues of comprehension, fluency, vocabulary, and
decoding depending on their specific need. Every four
weeks the student is re-tested and graduated from
the intervention as they show that they have pro-
gressed to the proficiency of their grade level peers.
We have been seeing many students make great gains
with the proper specific intervention and have been
quite pleased with this program to date.

Our final building goal this year involved addressing a
critical component of our building mission statement
that has been often overlooked, providing systematic
support to promote social and emotional growth in
our students. In the past focus tended to be primarily
on the academics. However, we know that the social
and emotional well-being of our students have a tre-
mendous impact on their ability to succeed academi-
cally. Therefore, we created the Quest period at the
beginning of the day to provide time to conduct activi-
ties to support our students’ socio-emotional needs.
As the year has progressed, a volunteer team of
teachers has been creating Quest activities for all
three grade levels that are geared towards this area.
Our specific goal was to provide at least 80 activities
throughout the year. Team records indicate that as of
January we were well over half way to our goal.

Our progress towards our SIP goals will continue to be
monitored and a summary will be posted on our web-
site at the end of the year.
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~WordMasters Challenge~

A student representing Kaneland Harter Middle
School recently won highest honors in this year’s
WordMasters Challenge—a national language arts
competition entered by approximately 215,000 stu-
dents annually, which consists of three separate
meets held at intervals during the school year.

Competing in the difficult Blue Division of the Chal-
lenge, sixth grader Anakasia Garcia earned a perfect
score. Other students at Kaneland who also earned
outstanding results included eight graders Megan
Franklin, Kayla Hedgren and Erika Carlson. The stu-
dents were coached by teachers Ann Ritchie and Amy
Pifer.
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~Electronic Progress Reports~

Four times each year for many years, we have sent
home progress reports for each of our nearly 1,100
students. Lately however many of you have ques-
tioned why we even send home a paper copy of the
report given that parents can always see their child’s
progress on our Konnect system. This is consistent
with your comments last year that your children often
will not bring home this newsletter and that it was a
waste of paper to print something that merely ends
up in the bottom of the locker. Since switching to an
electronic newsletter we’ve never been asked to print
more than 27 hard copies for parents. We are listening
to you. Therefore, each quarter this year, an increas-
ing number of our teams have begun to use the Kon-
nect system almost exclusively to report student pro-
gress. However, we know that some of you do not
have regular access to the Internet or would simply
prefer to have a paper copy of a progress report. You
are always able to request an update on your child’s
educational progress from their teachers. Teachers
may not be able to tell you if a particular assignment
was turned in that day but they will know within a
week’s time when they update Konnect. If you would
like to have a paper copy of a progress report, please
contact your child’s homeroom teacher. Otherwise
keep in mind that homework assignments are up-
dated daily and grades are updated weekly in the Kon-
nect system.
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Mr. Reinhard’s Challenge Math Classes

Geometry just finished a chapter on special triangles
and trigonometry. The students are very happy that
the formal proofs are behind them.

Algebra Il is studying radical exponential equations
and logarithms. This is a welcome change from the
last chapter on polynomials and polynomial functions
that was really hard.

Algebra | just finished a chapter on solving linear ine-
qualities. Students are beginning to learn what it
takes to be a good mathematician.

~Band~

There are lots of exciting events happening in the
band department in the next few weeks. First, over
70 band students in 6th through 8th grades will be
participating in the lllinois Grade School Music Asso-
ciation's Solo & Ensemble Contest on Saturday, Febru-
ary 27th at Hinckley-Big Rock Elementary School. Stu-
dents will be judged and given comments on how to
improve. This is a very valuable experience for the
students partaking.

On Tuesday, March 9th, the 7th and 8th graders will
be presenting their second concert of the year at the
middle school at 7:00pm. This concert will feature
traditional concert band music as well as many stu-
dent conductors. The 6th grade bands will present
their second concert of the year as part of their tour
to the elementary schools during the week of March
22nd. This is a very important event in our recruiting
process.

On Saturday, March 20th, the 8th grade band will be
competing in the 1.G.S.M.A. Organizational Contest at
Indian Creek Middle School. This is a contest for the
full concert band where we will be judged and attend
a clinic. The band is off to a great start on our out-
standing contest pieces, so we are really looking for-
ward to this event.
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~7th & 8th Grade Track~

Track for 7th and 8th grade boys and girls will begin
on Monday March 15th. Your physical and insurance
waiver must be on file with Mr. Dalton by FRIDAY
MARCH 12TH. Most students who participated in a
sport during the school year should be okay. If you
need any forms, see Mr. Dalton right away. All stu-
dents in track are required to pay an $80.00 partici-
pation fee. This fee must be turned in to Mr. Dalton.

The activity bus routes are available on the district
transportation website.

If you have any questions, please call Mr. Dalton at
466-8400 ext. 77507 or email rich-
ard.dalton@kaneland.org.
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Harter Middle School PTO News

February,2010
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In January, the PTO allocated $2,500 towards the purchase of books for individual classrooms. We are
pleased to announce that in early February, over 300 books were purchased with those funds. The
teachers were thrilled with all of their new books.
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bottled water for students. In addition, parents can donate fruit and bottled water for the students. An
e-mail with instructions on how you can participate will be sent to parents.
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Box Top$ for Educatiois an easy way to
earn money for our school. Please
remember to clip and save your General
Mills Box Top$. Monthly drawings will be
held. Students can earn a $10 iTunes gift
card simply by turning in a Ziploc bag of
Box Top$!!! The next drawing will be held
March 19"

Jewel Shomnd Share¢ Thank you to all
who participated in the Jewel Shop and
Share program. This year, the PTO has
earned over $200.

Kareland Spirit Wearwill be sold in the
spring. Watch for fliers to come home in
@2dzNJ a0 dzRSy (i Qa
mail announcement.

Put your everyday shopping dollars to
work. Earn money for our school without
spending anything additional.  Simply
purchase gift cards from stores that
participate in The Manna Grougprogram!
Grocery, gasoline, clothing, entertainment,
and household goods can be purchased.

@82dz2QR fA1S G2

kms_pto@yahoo.com.

Upcoming Meeting Dates are:

Thursday, March 18, 2010
Thursday, April 15, 2010
Thursday, May 20, 2010
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Market Day continues to be a great
program for HMS families! Orders can be
placed online using our ID 10729.
Recyclingg Save the earth by recycling
your old ink cartridges and old cell phones
AND the PTO earns money.

Smencils & Lollipop Salesntinue to be a
hit with students! Smencils will be sold at
various times during the school year.
Lollipops are sold during school sporting
events.
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can be purchased through the PTO for
®3.00. I &PleageS seid dn & e-maily” to
kms_pto@yahoo.com if you are interested
in ordering a window cling.

The Tastefully Simple Fundraiseris
dzy RSNB | & @ LidQa |
order great products and help the PTO.
Please send an e-mail to kms_pto@yahoo
if you need instructions.
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M March 1
TU March 2
TU March 9

TU March 16

W March 17

TH March 18

F March 19

TH March 25

F March 26

M March 29

Through

F April 2
M April 5
F April 9
TH  April 15

KANELAND HARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Calendar of Events i March/April 2010

GB: 4:15 7™ at Aurora Herget
4:15 8" vs Aurora Herget

GB: 4:15 7" at Geneva South
4:15 8™ vs Geneva South

7:00 7" & 8" Band Concert @ HMS

6:30 6" Choral Concert @ HMS
7:30 7" & 8™ Choral Concert @ HMS

6:00 1 6:45 Market Day & Manna
7:00 HMS PTO Meeting

End of 3" Quarter

Report Cards Sent Home

No School i School Improvement Day

No School i Spring Break

No School i Teacher Institute Day
6" Grade Dance

7:00 HMS PTO Meeting

15




SA

SuU

April 21

April 30

May 1

May 2

KANELAND HARTER MIDDLE SCHOOL
Calendar of Events i March/April 2010

6:00 7 6:45 Market Day & Manna
7:00 Spring Musical
7:00 Spring Musical

2:00 Spring Musical
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